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                 Media Release 
 

Double delight for Paracombe’s 2011 
Shiraz Viognier at Sydney International 
Wine Competition 
 
 

Paracombe Wines’ 2011 Shiraz Viognier has trumped hundreds of premium 

wines from around the world to win two major trophies at the 2016 Sydney 

International Wine Competition earlier this week (Tuesday February 2, 2016). 

Its 2011 Shiraz Viognier, harvested during particularly wet and challenging 

weather conditions, took out the top accolade, the Mark de Havilland 

Memorial Trophy for the best red table wine of the competition and the Fesq & 

Company Perpetual Trophy for the best premium medium bodied dry red table 

wine. 

The family winery in South Australia’s Adelaide Hills further scooped a coveted 

Blue Gold award and was selected in the Top 100 Wines in the lighter bodied 

dry red wine category for its 2011 Shiraz, while its 2010 Cabernet Franc also 

received a Blue Gold Award. 

“We’re absolutely thrilled to receive these great awards,” said Paracombe’s 

Paul Drogemuller, who runs the winery with his wife Kathy. 

“To win two major trophies for our Shiraz Viognier and then receive such high 

honours for our Shiraz and Cabernet Franc is fantastic, especially as two of 

these wines are from the 2011 vintage. 

“This was certainly one of the most difficult vintages we’ve ever encountered, 

with pressure from ongoing rains during harvest. But I guess the important 

message is that sometimes during the toughest times, the cream rises to the top 

and great things transpire. 

“Special credit and thanks must go to our family, team and growers, all of 

whom share our hard work, passion and commitment to producing world class 

wine.” 

Grapes for the Shiraz Viognier are sourced from specialist growers, Bruce and 

Julie MacGillivray at Paracombe, while the fruit for the Paracombe Shiraz was 

primarily grown at the Drogemuller family vineyard. The Cabernet Franc was 

one of the original varieties planted by Paul and Kathy Drogemuller when they 

established their family vineyard immediately following the devastating Ash 

Wednesday bushfires of 1983.  

 

 

 

mailto:winery@paracombewines.com


 

-2- 

The Sydney International Wine Competition accepts only 2,000 entries from 

wine producers around the world. Its highly credentialed international judging 

panel evaluates the wines according to a rigorous multi-stage judging system, 

with the finalists then judged alongside food dishes of a similar palate weight 

before the winners are decided. 

About Paracombe Wines 

Paul and Kathy Drogemuller first planted their Paracombe Wines vineyard in 

1983 following the devastating Ash Wednesday bushfires. Thankfully they 

escaped damage from the January 2015 bushfires which swept through the 

region. Their vineyard and winery is uniquely located high on a plateau at 

Paracombe in the Adelaide Hills and enjoys spectacular views of the Mount 

Lofty ranges. The award-winning Paracombe Wines range includes a selection 

of reds (among them Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz), a Rosé and 

whites (comprising a Riesling, Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay). 

For more information visit www.paracombewines.com 
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